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For almost half a century, Fred Wise held a unique place in dermatology and
syphilology. Graduating from the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Co-
lumbia University in 1904, he soon achieved recognition as a great teacher, an
outstanding clinician, a major contributor to progress in the specialty.
Wise's positions and responsibilities were many and great. Among these were
included the following: Chief of Clinic at the Vanderbilt Clinic and College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University (on the staff of Dr. John A.
Fordyce); subsequently Chief of Service and Clinical Professor of Derma-
tology and Syphilology on the staff of his life-long friend, Dr. George Miller
MacKee, at the Skin and Cancer Unit of the New York Post-Graduate Medical
School and Hospital of Columbia University. Together with George MacKee
and Isadore Rosen, he formed the triumvirate under which the Skin and Cancer
Unit achieved its position of world leadership in the field of postgraduate and
graduate medical education. He was also for many years Director of the Services
of Dermatology and Syphilis of Montefiore Hospital and of the French Hospital,
both of New York City; one-time Associate Editor of the Journal of Cutaneous
Medicine; a past President of the American Dermatological Association; past
Chairman of the Section of Dermatology and Syphilis of the New York Academy
of Medicine and one-time President of the Manhattan Dermatological Society
and of the New York Dermatological Society. Dr. Wise was one of the founders
of the Society for Investigative Dermatology and from its beginning an invalu-
able member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Investigative Dermatology.
He was Senior Editor of the annual Year Book of Dermatology and Syphilology
from 1931 to 1942, inclusive; and as all know, these were the years during which
this publication reached its present international scope and usefulness.
Dr. Wise's original publications were not only numerous (approximately 106)
but were outstanding in quality. It can be truthfully said that not one of his
articles was unnecessary, not one sentence or word superfluous. The attributes
which made him such an exceptionally able editor, his experience, extraordinary
familiarity with the world's literature, his powers of objective analysis and his
special gift for the precise use of words also enabled him to contribute what will
long stand as classic publications in divers fields. His outstanding contributions
range from the fundamentals of the radiation therapy of skin diseases to the
differentiation, nomenclature and classification of many unusual dermatoses.
As a teacher, Wise's unequalled store of knowledge and experience, coupled
with his concise and unbiased presentations brought both undergraduate students
and graduate physicians flocking to his classes.
All of these accomplishments received their merited rewards during his lif e-
time; and Fred Wise was elected honorary and corresponding member to a long
list of both American and foreign medical societies. Included among the latter
are the Argentine-, Austrian-, Brazilian-, Cuban-, Hungarian- and Italian
Societies of Dermatology and Syphilology.
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Exceptional as he was in his professional accomplishments, it was not these
alone which made Wise a never-to-be-forgotten figure in American Derma-
tology. It was, above all, his modesty and his gentleness which stood out among
his other rare qualities.
In all the quarter century during which I was privileged to be intimately
associated with Fred Wise, I do not recall his ever losing his temper, nor do I
remember his ever displaying the slightest sign of envy or being guilty of a word
or an act calculated to be harmful to anyone.
As this world is constituted today, even in medicine it is rare indeed to find a
man who has reached the top without making an enemy; without pushing down
or holding down anyone; a man whose position of preeminence is gladly acknowl-
edged by each and every one of his competitors, without envy or reservation.
Fred Wise was such a man. For just as I have never heard Wise speak ill of
anyone, so I have heard no one—but noone—speak ill of Wise. He was admired
and trusted and loved by all—colleagues and patients, companions of the hunt
and shoot, students and friends. Just as he felt no hatreds or prejudices, so no
hatreds or prejudices were directed against him.
Although I had thought to know and to value him to the utmost before, I
now realize that it was during the last three bitter years of his terrible illness
and incapacity that I came to appreciate him to the full. Unable to speak, to
smoke, to eat, to breathe normally, often filled with pain as he was, nevertheless
on each of my weekly visits it was I, not he, who gained something of pleasure,
something of encouragement, something of value.
To the very last, his courage and his humor never flagged. His love of nature
and the great outdoors, his passionate interest in far lands and high adventure
never paled; and his devotion to medicine and to dermatology never wavered
nor diminished. During his very last weeks, he still pressed his life's work forward
with unabated will-power, completing his editorial assignments for the Journal
of Investigative Dermatology and for the Year Book, responding with lively
interest and sound advice when consulted on matters pertaining to the teaching
and organization of Dermatology and Syphiology at the successor to his old
school, and newly-formed New York University Post-Graduate Medical School.
Only once, about a month before his death, did I venture to ask Fred Wise
whether he felt that the years gained at the cost of so much suffering had given
him anything worthwhile. He did not hesitate, but nodded "yes" and wrote:
"I have learned to see more clearly and to realize more fully the great love and
devotion which Leone [his wife] has given me." And it is on that note that I
would like to close this tribute. Despite his full share of trialz and sorrows,
Fred Wise was a most fortunate man. The selfless devotion which he gave was
recognized by all and was repaid in fullest measure while he was still alive. For
his words and his actions served as high examples to everyone of us and called
forth the best that was in us.
The memory of Fred Wise's qualities of heart and mind will last; and will not
fail to be a continuing force in American medicine.
MARION B. STJLZBERGRR
Taos, New Mexico, August, 1950
